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Topic title
To be discussed individually. Could be in the field of bioenergetics and skeletal muscle weakness, acid base physiology
or gut microbiome and critical illness.

Description of scientific activity

The Department of Anaesthesia and Intensive Care of Third Medical Faculty and FNKV University Hospital is a busy
academic department of a tertiary teaching hospital, which provides perioperative care to over 18 000 patients a year
and intensive care to over 1000 critically ill patients. Apart from our dedication to patients there is a strong research
culture on our department. We do academic and industry sponsored randomized controlled trials, supported by 5 full
time research nurses, and we ran two English speaking labs nicknamed Oxylab (focused on muscle bioenergetics) and
Carboxylab (focused on acid base research). We are now opening new topic: investigating in a RCT faecal microbial
transplantation for antibiotic-associated diarrhoea in the critically ill. Over the years we have built strong international
relations and we currently prefer offering PhD studies on cotutelle, ie. on two universities at the same time as this ensures
dedicated research time and facilitates funding.
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(Example of an academic randomized controlled trial designed and conducted at our department. This grant won
nomination to the Prize of the Minister of Health)
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(Example of collaborative project on physiology of dying appearing in prestigious New England Journal of Medicine)
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(Example of an in vitro study performed in Oxylab)

Selected or ongoing grants/clinical studies
Oxylab: SATELLITE-1 Role of satellite cells in the development and outcomes of ICU acquired weakness

Carboxylab: Determination of the Dissociation Constant (Ka) of Plasma and Whole Blood in Septic Patients
ENTERPRISE (NCT03966664)

Clinical: Effect of Two Different Doses of Dexamethasone in Patients With ARDS and COVID-19 (REMED,
NCT04663555) and many others

PhD Students

Number of PhD students currently studying: 4 + 1 on cotutelle with University of Milan
Number of defended students with year of defence: 5 (2015, 2016, 2018, 2019, 2021)



